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Course Description / Goals 
 
This course is designed specifically for native/heritage speakers of Spanish who already 
have some degree of oral language proficiency.  The purpose of this course is to enable 
students whose heritage language is Spanish to develop, maintain, and enhance 
proficiency in Spanish by providing them the opportunity to listen, speak, read, and write 
in a variety of contexts.  The Heritage Language Spanish Course will allow students to 
explore the cultures of the Hispanic world, including their own, and it will enable 
students to gain a better understanding of the nature of their own language. 
 
Special attention is focused on continuity, strengthening and expanding previous 
knowledge of the Spanish language as well as extensive vocabulary building, reading 
comprehension and writing in the target language as these have proven to be the most 
challenging for students. 
 
Course Objectives 
 
This course provides students with opportunities to develop language proficiency across 
the three modes of communication: Interpretive, Interpersonal and Presentational.  
Students learn about the different Latin American cultures through the use of authentic 
materials and/or sources representative of Latin American as well as in the United 
States. 
 
Methodology 
 
Students apply and create with the language through cooperative learning.  Activities 
may begin as teacher-led discussions but mostly end as student-led.  Students are 
given the opportunity to offer opinions and support them, ask questions, ask for 
clarification, discuss the material with each other by working in pairs, small groups, or 
as an entire class. 



 
Most activities / tasks are integrated.  For example, a lesson may begin with a reading 
activity in the interpretive mode, continue with discussion in the interpersonal, a listening 
task in the interpretive mode and culminate with a written presentational activity that 
integrates all materials. 
 
Required Materials 
 
Textbook:  “Tejidos”  (provided) 
Spanish Dictionary  (provided) 
2 pens 
2 pencils 
Notebook (exclusively for the class) 
Scissors (1 pair) 
Folder (with a tab, used for portfolio) 
 
 
Grading Criteria:  Participation= 20%, Classwork= 15%, Homework= 15%,  
                     Projects= 30%, Tests / Quizzes=20% 
 
 
 
Classroom Behavior Guidelines 
 
The class will establish their own behavior guidelines by engaging in a discussion of the 
quote by Benito Juarez, a 19th century president of Mexico, “El respeto al derecho 
ajeno es la paz” (The respect for the rights of others constitutes peace).  Once a 
consensus is reached on how this quote translate into specific classroom behavior, 
these will be written on the inside cover of the students’ portfolio (folder) and used as 
guidelines for the school year. 
 
 


